
Reading Comprehension

I'm so happy that I finally got my PDF 
completed by a graphic designer.  So, for 
the first time I'll be using this and putting 
notes down below with everything else.  



Reading Comprehension

Articles How To Navigate - Spoiler

Synonyms and related words. 

In the first paragraph, you know that your answer will probably be sitting there, staring at you.  If you look at the key 
words in the question, the "w" question is "why?"  

Why/Construction/Change

Then you can look for "change" in the first paragraph and then skim through the next sentence. There was a mention 
of a small scale and large scale.  Small scale revolves around "energy-efficient office machines."  The large scale is a 
response to the demands of comanpes based on "energy-efficient buildings. 

So, what's the answer?

Question 2 & 3Do The Easy Questions First

2) This is more of a question I would see on a TOEFL iTP or iBT test, to be honest.  When you're looking for "what does the word have the 
closest meaning to," it's normally a TOEFL book.  This might not be true for TOEIC tests, but I through it in there just to have a little fun. 

3) Unexpected problem? Well, look for the "cause" and "problems" by using the scanning technique. 

I would like you to do number four by yourself on the sheets down below.

Article

The increasing cost of energy has caused many companies to make permanent changes in their offices.  On a small scale, office managers are 
purchasing energy-efficient office machines and encouraging recycling programs to cut energy costs.  On a larger scale, architects and builders 
are responding to the demands of companies for more energy-efficient buildings. 
Buildings constructed or renovated in the last few years have incorporated energy-saving measures.  Office maintenance workers have sealed 
cracks around windows and doors.  Builders have installed sets of double doors to reduce the exchange of indoor and outdoor air when doors 
are opened. 
This has reduced transfer of air in and out of the building.  While it has had cost-saving benefits, it has caused personnel-related costs such as 
increased employee absences due to illness.  Since the interior air is recirculated and little fresh air is allowed in, everyday contaminants such as 
dust and germs remain in the air.  Employees in energy-efficient buildings breathe the same air again and again.  They suffer from an increase in 
headaches, cold, dry skin, dry throat, and in severe cases, respiratory problems. 



Questions

It's time to break them down....

1) Why was the construction of office buildings changed?  

a. To make construction easier
b. To use better building materials
c. To reduce energy consumption
d. To make the officers more attractive

2) The word "severe" in paragraph 3, line 5 is closet meaning to

a. extremely bad
b. unusually plain
c. temporary
d. unfortunate

Additional Questions

3. What unexpected problem has this caused?

a. It takes longer to enter the building.  
b. Employees are not warm enough.
c. Offices cannot be cleaned. 
d. More workers take sick leave. 

4. What illness increased among workers in these buildings? 

a. Headaches
b. Muscle aches
c. Rashes
d. Nausea
 




